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TO THE 


FREE CITIZENS 


AND 
FREE-HOLDERS 


OF THE 


a DJ BLI VN. 


| GREEABLE to 4 Order propoſed, I come 


now, MY BEST BELOVED BRETHREN and. 


'Fr1envs, to explain the third, or democratical 
Elate, or Housk or Commons ; and to ſhew of what 
Members it conſiſts ; How they are appointed, and what 
re their Powers and Privileges, ſeparately, and then, 
jointly with the two other Eſtates. | 
Ix point of Antiquity, it is evident, from the Princi- 
ples of our Policy, as well, as from the moſt antient, 
authentic Records, that the Commons, in one form, or o- 
ther, were, at leaſt, coeval with the fir/t and ſecond Eſtate. 


And, in point o Power, whenever they were ſenſible and 
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Charter, or Statute of our Liberties, granted in the 1 7th 
Year of King John's Reign; of which you have a ju 
Tranſlation in my ſixth Addreſs, was paſſed in full Par. 
liament, Per Regem, Barones et Liberos Homines lotiu 
Regni; that is, by the King, Lords and FREE Con- 
MoN ERS of the whole Realm. 5 
Thx Cou Mos are elected, as well, as convened, at the 
- , King's Commands, or Summons to the Sherifs, or other 
returning Officers ; by the Yoices of all thoſe, who have 
a Right to be repreſented in Parliament. 
Tuis is done by a Mrit, or written Summons ; the 
Form of which, being of original Inſtitution, may not be 
varied, or altered, by any Authority, leſs than that of an 
Act of Parliament. As this MVrit is the Foundation, on 
which 1 muſt build, I think it neceſſary to tranſcribe, 
The Fox M of an antient Writ of Suuuoss for the 
Election of Members of PaRLIAU Nr. 
To the Sherif 7: - - Greeting : Be. 
caust We deſire to hold a Conference and Treaty, with 


i oft apt, and able Men for Buſineſs ; ſo as the ſaid Knigit 
; * — run '*; may 


L 5 ] 
T3] FO ſufficient Power for themſelves, and the Com- 
munity of the County aforeſaid ; and the Citizens and Bur- 
geſſes nay have the ſame Power, ſeparately from. them, 
jr themſelves and the Communities of Cities and Burghs 3, 
hey to do in the Premiſſes what ſhall be ordained, in the 
ommon Council of 1e Realm, ſo that the Buſineſs a- 
reſaid may not remain undone, and have there the IVames 
de elected Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, and this 
Writ. Witneſs the King. 

Tais WR Ir ſhewes an exact Epitome of our Conſti- 
uon; with the Powers and Privileges of the Members. 


imſelt, the Excellency of Dignity and Power, yet, that 
| that he hath is originally, derived from, and till 


\iſtance, the Tecond, and third Eſtates, to co- operate 
ith him in the Government. 


ond Eſtate, are not ſufficient to provide Remedies for 
e Diſorders of the Common- Wealth ; not, even, in 
onjunction with the % Eſtale. 


ommons, or third Eſtate, with the firſt and ſecond cvi- 
ently appears, by their being thus called together, by 
efrſt, as in one Common Council, | 
Hence you may, alſo, learn, that the C,mmons, by 


Js, choſen, to repreſent the three different Degrees of 
umons, in the Realm; and that each Claſs is to be in- 
elted by their Conſtituents, with ſufficient, and /eparate 
ers, to act for themſeFves and the Communities they 
pedtively repreſent, free and independent of each o- 
er, 

ly order to make this Matter more plain, let us take 
more diſtin&t View of theſe three Claſſes of Repreſent- 
ves, of which the Houſe of Commons is compoſed ſe- 
ally; And, FIRST, 


Fixsr; You fee the King, or firſt Efate, though, in | 


lands dependent on, the PEOPLE; in as much, as he is 
nable, of himſelf, to provide for the Safety and Wel- 
re of the Kingdom; and muſt, therefore, call to his 


SxcONDLY ; it appears, that the Earls and Barons, or. 


TaiznLY ; The Neceſſity of the Concurrence of the 


e Original Conſtitution, conlilt of three different Ejtates, 
222 of Men: To wit; Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
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Realm; for the mutual Defence of the Crown, and tis 
Subjects; for the general Preſervation of Peace and Ito 
perty, and for the Security of the Realm, from intem 
and external Hoſtility. Wherever theſe Advantage 

Were procured, there, Arts and Sciences muſt have bet 

Eſtabliſhed. There, all the Social Virtues were cultival 


in the original Senſe ; in which it implied no more, tha 


Agent of the Inbabitant Jof 
Which the Saxons called, a Scire, or Shire and we, a Coin) 


_* SEcdnpLy; of Cirizzxs, and BurGtssEs. 


\ underſtood, without defining thoſe from whom they ar 


that before the Norman Invaſion, no Town was diſtinguilh: 
were, indifferently, called, Borhoes, Burghs, or Borcugli 
called, Ci vitales, Cities. By William the firſt's Laus 


deceſſors, are fairly kept, held ſacred and invioldble, au 


villiſing the Subjects, and teaching them Polich; for ti 


FIRST. of KNIGHTS. 
Mx are not to take the Word Miles, or Knizht, i 
the ordinary Acceptation; in which, it is made to ligny 
fy a Titule of Honor, only: It is, here, to be rake, 
Servant. So, that the Knee Fa & hire, is but the Servant, 
Free-holders of that Tract of Land, 
Of ſuch are the Repreſentatives of the landed Intereſt i 
the Common Wealth; and may be chofer from amojg 
the Free-holders reſident in the County, © 


Taz Words, Citizen, and Burgeſs, are not to be wel 


derived; City, and Burgh, or Borough. © ' © 

I uE Diſtinction between antient Cities and Boroughs, be. 
ſides their different Sizes, is very uncertain; the one being 
ten, even, in Law-writings, taken for the othef. It is ſad, 


ed by the Appellation of City. '' But, that all Towns 
Since, the largeſt, beſt built, and beſt fortified have be 


it is declared, hat neither Fairs, nor Markets ſpall be bel 
any where, but in Cities and walled, or fenced Towns; 
where the Cuſtoms of the Realm, the Common Law, aul 
the. Dignity of the Crown, as eſtabliſhed by his worthy Pit 


fully obſerved. So that Cities were, probably, foundel 
and erected, or countenanced, by the Crown, for the ck 


Conſervation' of the Laws, and laudable Cuſtoms of the 


ed, and there, the beſt Men reſorted and b 


7 8 


[7] 


che latter of which, is, by ſome Law-writers, fuppoſed 
to be the diſtinguiſhmg Characteriſtic of a (iy. But, 
ppon what Authority I could never Learn. It pro- 


Peen requiſite, it ſhould conſiſt of ſome of the moſt 
Magnificent Edifices, and theſe were Cathedral Churches, 
and Biſhop's Palaces. Others, call every fortified Town, 
ith a Citadel, a City. But, what we are to underſtand 
by the Word, Civitas, or City, is A Socixrv of Men, 


ed, by certain Liber:1es and Privileges, from their Neigh- 
nd Arts. | 


ve, Burgh, or Borough; nor do I find there was any 
Diſtinction between Porough and City, made here, before 
he Norman Invaſion. But, as William l. found, that 
ties were the Parents and Nurſes of Policy and Arts, 
ll the World over; that, by theſe Societies, all Men 
were reclamed from Riſticity and Barbariſin, and made 
umane, Polite, ſocial or civil; and that the only Idea, or 
onception to be formed of Erud:tion, Society, Paliteneſs, 
urteſy, Urbanity, or Civility, nay, the vecy Words, 
y which we expreſs theſe good Qualities, are to be ta- 
en from that Society, called, Civitas or City; he judg- 
dit good Policy, to diftinguiſh and dignify fome of the 
oft conſiderable Towns, or Boroughs, with the Titule 
nd Privileges of a City; fo that all thoſe that, now, bear 
hat Appellation, however they might have been affociat- 
d, or incorporated before the Invaſion, are preſumed to 


” 


8 Succeſſors. 


Litule of CI TI z IN was as high a Mark of Diſtinction, 
was known to Men; till they found it neceſſary to ſe- 


higher 


There, Kings founded Royal Palaces, and Bifhops, Sees; | 


bable, that to conſtitute a City, formerly, it might have 


mmbined together for their mutual Defence, and diftinguifh- 
bours, whereby they are encouraged to cultivate Sciences 


This Definition holds good, alſo, of Burgus, Bor- 


we received Charters of Incorporation from him, or 
By the Primitive Inſtitution, it appears, that to be 


Iualiied for being admitted a Citizen, a Man muſt be 
ndowed with fea} Virtue, Litterature, and Aris. The 


fome, for their greater Excellency, to ſerve the 
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higher Offices of Society; who were then dignified with 
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A Knight of the City; that is, the Servant, or Repreſer 


be underſtood, a Man choſen of the /ower Rank of Frei. 
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m_ reſplendent Titules. | 

To be a C1TizEN, or Member of a Eee. Ch, ha 
ever been deeme a great gra And nathing but the 
Degenerurj, and, Depravity of the Citizens; their falling 
into Luxury and. Ignorance, hence Corruption and Seru- 
lity , could have brought that, once, great and honorabk 
Appellation,'to be g ec. or Gdeſpited, as it is, by many, 
who have no better ireten{igns to ſo doing, than being 
the Deſcendents of ſome kind of Artificers, who, b 
ſome mtans, made them, ſo far independent, as to 
leave them Fortunes, to enable them to be Idle, uſcl:s WW 


Members of Socicty, with Impunity. Theſe are the iſ 


Men called, in our Language, Gentlemen; which is de. n 
rived from Gentes, or Gentiles, a Term of Reproach « i 
mong the antient Rimas, tor ſuch Men, as had not been 
allowed the f/onor of being Members of the Common- 


Wealth, or Citizens. | 
A Crizrx in Parliament, is, as if you ſhould i 


tative, of the City, in Parliament. 

As à Borough is to conſiſt of Free Bungefſes Fre nen 
or Members, which are to be ſuppoſed of a laſs inferior 
to theſe of Cities; fo, by a Burgeſs in Parliament, is to 


nen of the Realm; and is, to his Borough, as a Kg 
to a Shire, or a Citizen, to a Citz ; A Knight, or Servait 
of the Borough, which he is choſen to repreſent. 
Every Free holder of every County, and every Vin 
F; or Free Burgeſs, or Free-man of every City, of 
Borough in the Realm, is intitule d to be repreſented n 
Parliament. And. 
Tus the third Eſtate, or  Hovss of Commons, ö l 
conſiſt of the Repreſentatives of the three different Clu 
ſes of C:mmonality of the Realm, that are intituled to be 
repreſented, in Parliament: To wit; two Free-belitr), 
for every County; two Free Citizens, for every Cil); 
and two Free Burg:ſſes, for every Borough in the King: 


dom: T o be TO uf the F ree-bolders, Free aun, 
al 


91 
and - Free Burgeſſes, or Free-men of every County, City 
and Borough, relpeQively. _ 

BuT, that you may, the more perfectly, underſtand, 
who may, and who may not, be elected a Knight, Citizen, 
or Burgeſs, to ſerve in Parliament, let me here repeat, 
what 1 have elſewhere, already partly offered, a Sketch 
of the legal and Juſt Qualifications of a Member of Par- 
lament. * 

EvERY Member of the Community, of full Ape, 
who is not of the ſecond Eftate, nor bound by any Prior 
Engagement, to ſerve, or attend upon, the firſt, or ſecond 
Elate, may be choſen, according as he is qualified, 
ſerve for a County, City, or Borough, in Parliament. And 
no Fee, or Fine can excuſe his not ſerving; nor can he be 
exempted, by any Command, or Charter from the Crown : 
For, the Electors are to be, by no means, cramped, or 
reſtrained, in their choice, of any qualified Perſon, by 
Bay Power, or Privilege whatſoever, but muſt be Free 
Agents, Free Electors, to all Intents and Purpoſes. 

No Aiien can be choſen a Member of Parliament: 
Becauſe it is not to be ſuppoſed, that a Stranger is ſuffici- 
ently poſſeſſed with the Love of the Country, or the 
Knowledge of its Conſtitution; which are requiſite for- a 
Legiſlator. 

Nox E of the Fader of the Foier-Courts may be cho- 
ſen a Knight, Citizen or Burgeſs of Parliament; being at- 
tendant on the Houſe of Peers. And Coke tells us, that 
n his Time, the King's Attorney-General might not fit in 
he Houſe of Commons. 

„00 Nox, indeed, can it, at any Time, be conceived, how 
u hy of the King's Council, or other Servants at-will of 

the Crown, may be looked upon as A Free Repreſentative 
of any Community: 

Nons of the Clergy may be choſen a K ight, Citizen, 
ot Burgeſs in Parliament: They being Members of an 
ther Purliament; the Convocation; where Matters re- 
ating to their proper Function are to be treated. Nor 
ave they Room to complain: For, their Properties and 
wiege may be apf ale. as well ſecured, as thoſe of 

the 
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the Laity; ſince they have their Voices in appointing their 
Repreſentatives, in the Houſe of Commons, and fer Biſhops 
in the Horſe of Lords. 
. PERSONS attainted of 7reaſon, or Fellony, or out-lawel 
may not be choſen: For, they are diſqualified by the Words 
of the Writ, which direct, that the Knights, Citizens and 
Burgeſſes be cboſen of the beſt, moſt Diſcreet, &c. And al 
Original Writs are fo ſacred, that the Tenor of them is 
not, by any Means, to be altered, without doing E 
Violence to the Conſtitution. | 
Px ou theſe Principles, it is evident. ae every Re. 

pre ſentative in Parliament, whether Knight, (Citizen, or 
Burgeſs, ſhould be, firſt; a Natural, and Free. born Sil. 
ect of the Common Wealth; without which, he can- 
not, in Strictneſs, be a 8 Secondly; chat he muſt 
be Free and Heſident of the County, City, or Borou:1, 
for winch he is to ſerve: Thirdly; that he muſt be of i - 
the bet, miſt diſcreet, moſt wiſe Men of the Communiy, p 
and mo capable of the important Fruſt of a Repreten 


tative: Fourthly ; that he muſt be a moral Mon anda Wi 
good Subject : not guilty of any notorious Breach of the | 
| Law: Fifthly; that he be #vefted with ſufficient Power q 
to Council and to Act, for b:/elf, and for the Communi- U 
ty he Repreſents, a7 diſtinft7 and Seperately from any other: il, 
And, ſixthly; - that as the Office of a Member of Par- P 
hament is the moſt important Service, a Subject can un- 5 
deertake, that he be Free of all other Services, that are in * 
any ſort incompatible with his; and the rather, becauſe 
no Man can be ſuppoſed able to ſerve any two Mair, 4 
and much leſs, any creo of the Eftates of our Goremme nt, * 
at the ſame time. 1 
Tus Wiſdom of our Anceſtors has . 7 " 


the Tranſgreſſion of every one of theſe Rules, as far, a 
- poſſible, by wholkefome Laws. Bur ſtrengthened none, 
more compleatly, than the laſt; by „ipulating cerici 
Was for their Kepreſentatives'; by which, they ſhould 
be, by every moral and legal Confideration, bound t0 
ſerve their Conftituents, and none other. 

Tax Wages of Members of Parliament are, fon 


Shillings the D:y for a Knight of the Shire, and tue 
Shilling 


1 

lags the Day, for a Ci tizen, or Burgeſs, during the 
geſſion. That theſe ages were ſtipulated to engage 
their Attendance, is evident, from the wit hholding, or 
furfeiting thiem, being the Penalty to be inflicted, on 
ſuch Members, as withdraw themſelves from the Com: 
mms, without Ieave of the Houſe. For, ſmall and in- 
ſignificant, as theſe Sums may now appear, they are ſuffi- 
cient to remind Men of their Duty and Service, At the 
time of inſtituting Wages, they were, no doubt, con- 
ſiderable, as appears, by ſome Boroughs, in England, 
petitioning the Parliament, to ſhew, they were not able 
to ſupport two Members, and, therefore, pray ing to be 


b obliged to return but one. 

& Every Member of the Honſe, whether Knight, Citi- 
1 zen Or Burgeſs, is not only a Repreſen alive for the Coun- 
0 ty, 00, or Borough, for which he is chojen, but a Re- 
w 7 entative Truſtee and Counſellor for every Body of Men, 
I intituled to be repre ſented, in the whole Realm. Which 


; makes, every individual intereſted in the Election 
of every Member of Parliament. A Member of 
u vorliament ſhould, therefore, be the moſt accompli- 
ed, the moſt perfect Man, that may be found, for 
Wisdom, Morals and Religion; within the Communities 
to be repreſented. For, who could think of truſting ſo 


arduous! a Task, as the ard, or Guardianſhip of "the 
* Conſtitution of his Country, 'and of the Support and 


c Maintainanceof thecivi and religions LIRERTIEs, as well, 
es of the Property of all the Members of the Co ommon? 
wealth to any other? The very being of our Government 
depends upon the Wisdom and Virtue of the Members of 
the Honſe of Commons; and their good qualities, on their be- 
me choſen from thoſeMotives, or ontheſe Principles, ſolely. 

And, it was for this Reaſon, that our wiſe and virtu- 
ous Forefathe1 s, at the framing this excellent Conſtitu- 
don, provided, that the 1 bird, or Democratical Eſtate, 
ould for ever be ſupplied with a Succeſſion of Free and 
Independent Members, to be, from time to time, for ever, 
rely choſen, and appointed, and ſupperted, by the ſeveral 
vajesof Common People in the Realm 5 Knights, or Gentle- 
men 


( 12 ] 
men for Counties, Free Citizens, or Tradeſmen of the firſ 
Gaſs, tor Cities, and Free Burgeſſes, or Artiſans of a lower 

Cas, tor Boroughs, or incorporated Villages; to be their 
em borary irujtees, or Repreſentatives, to at tor them, and 
on their Behalf, and for their Intereſt, Benefit, Advantage 
and V indication, at all times, and upon all Occaſions, to the 
peril of their Lives and Properties, as much, as i their 
own immediate Cauſe was concerned. And, to ſecure 
the Hreedem and Tudependence of the Membe rs, it is hap- 
pily provid for, and made an invariable, a fundemental 
Principle of our Government, and an indefeazable, here. 
ditary Privili ge of; the: Comumonaity, That all Election, 
be made from puio ntereſted Principles, in Regard to 
Merit ane ut Quahlications only; free and ſpontaneous; 
without #: ar, or Favor; Force, or Iifluence ; or am 
Degree ot Co, ruplion, | 
Ir NzsD no Power of Oratory to demonſtrate, that 
while Elections, in general, are made upon theſe Principles, 
The Conſtitution of the State mult be daily, improving 
and ftren; theniug. But, that whenever the Eſſence is given 
up for the Shadow, the ba e Name and Firm of Eleftions, 
only, is kept up, and Men appoint n minial, not real Repre- 
ſentatives, as Fear or I. avor, Force, ſin: 2 Fifluence, or Cor- 
ruption directs, our Conſtitution is brought to a worſe 
State than Diſſolution : A Tyranv of the Many, perhaps, 
under the Influence of Oue; with this intolerable Agorava- | 
tion, that it is eſtabliſhed under the Sanction, or Form of 
Tau, to which We all owe due Obedience. 
No PakEs EN proſpect of ſecurity ſhould ever put this 
wretched State out of our View. Such Evils commence 
and advance, by flow and imperceptible Paces. Therefore, 
every Community ſhould carefully avoid and oppoſe e- 
very tendency to an Incroachment on the Conſtitution, and, 
above all, ſhould elect its Members from juſt Principles, 
as the only ſure way of obyiating the Ruin and Diſſoluti 
on of our Government. . 
Tux Commons are endowed with a Legiſlative and .= 


Tudicative Power; and. with Privilege of Balan, 5 
U £ 
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(13). 
Taz LE61SLAT1vE Power of the Commons is corqual 
nd coeval with that of the Lords. The Commons have 
Negative on all Bills paſſed by the Lords; and a right, 
n common with them, to propoſe, upon juſt, recited 
rounds, the altering, amending, or repealing all ſuch 
Id Laws, as are not fundamental and unalterabl; , and 
o frame and bring in Bills for theſe purpoſes, or tor 
king new Laws, within the ſame conſtitutional Reſtri- 
ftions. SF 
Taz Commons form a Court of Fudicature, diſtin& 
rom the Lords. In this GREAT Cour, that moſt 
mportant Trial of the Rectitude and legality of Electious 
pf Members of the /ouſe, is held and achudged. And 
hey may fine and confine their Members, and other 
Perſons, for Miſconduct, Delinquency, Diſheſpeft to, or a 
reach of the Privilege of, the Houſe ; whote Journal 
$ a Record, in Law. 8 5 

Tak CoMmons coming from, as well, as repreſenting, 
Parts of the Kingdom; and being properly authoriſ- 
, though, now, zacitly, by their Conſtituents; are the 
RAND INQUISITORS, and form the GRAND INES 
F the Nation. Without them, no Parliament can be 
ld, no more, than a Court- Baron, without Free- Holds 
5, They are, in Reſpect to the Hicu CourT oF 
ARLIAMENT, as a Grand Fury to a Curt of Fuſtice. 


8 oy are torexamine and enquire into public Grievances 
of nd Offences of all Kinds, to be redreſſrd, or provided 
eint by Parliament; and to impeach, or preſent ſuch 
tie We ctactors, as are found above the ordinary Reach of 
2 ferior Courts bf Juſtice; ſuch as juſt Judges, corrupt 
1 rates, wicked Mi niſters, or evtl Counſellors of the 
e. oon, who deny, delay, or fell Juſtice or Law, con- 
od, % 00 their Oath, and the Rights of the Subject; who 
bn Ppreſs the People, or by Falſ-nood and Miſceprefenta- 
di. e create Diltruſt and Averſion, in the. King, to his 
ds; or who, in any inſtance, ſubvert, or preju- 
and e, or aeempr, au, or countenance the ſubverting. | 
; Mminſhing, or altering, or otherwiſe prejucicisg the % 


Wat Principles, and Fandammtal Jirame of the National 
/ Conſtitutiou. 
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Conſtitution. No MP 4; under the Crown, is excthy. 
ted from the Power of this Grand Inqueſt. And every Per 
fon impeached by the Commons, mut be tried, at the 
Bar of the Houſe of Peers. 
Iux Commons: being the GRAND Councr!, of the 
Nation, it is neceſſary, that they ſhould have the fame 
Privliege of Parliament, which the Peers, wi are the 
GRAND COUNCIL of che Crown, have; to their Pers 
and Properties; and have the ſame Exemption from Ant 
and Diſireſſes, witli thoſe of the Lords of Parliament, to 
fourteen Days, before and after every Meeting, dodo 
ment, Prorogation, or Diſſolution of Parliament; 
| ell, as during the Seſſion. They alſo,” have the Prin 
Lege of free and eaſy Acceſs to the 75 and ſecond Eſtates, 
to addreſs, or adviſe, to conſult or confer with, them, 
upon all Occaſions. 
MorEzoveR, the Commons are relle with Sis cel 
tain tranſcendent Powers and Privileges, peculiar to them 
which are, of common Right, inherent to, and interus 
ven with, their Conſtitution ; and conſequently 2ſſential: 
Namely; The ſele Right and Power of diſpoſing of ti 
Treaſure, or other Properties of the Public, he the E 
mergencies of the State: For, the Commons, alone, cal 
enquire, and conſider, what Aids, or Subſidies are ne 
ceſſary for the Support of the Eſtabliſhment ; and in 
Poſe and leyy ſuch Taxes on the People, as the Exigen 
cies of the Government may, from Time to Time, r 
quire. They, and they only, have a Right to enquireint 
and judge of, the Uſes and Occaſions, for which, ſuch i 
and Sub dies are demanded, or to be granted; To evan 
and enquire into the Application, and to cenſure the M 
cates thereof. This extraordinary Power and Tru 
and ever muſt be, kept ſacred and inviolable, by t 
eee So, that neither the firſt,” or ſecond Ea 
5 can, or may, ſo much as, propoſe any Thing, nor int 
Poſe, or meddle in Debates, or Proceedings, touching, e te 
relating to thoſe Matters, further, than in paſſing nr 
effenting to, the Bill firf propoſed, Os and | paſſes 2 
GRANTED, by the Commons. 


- 


tis] 

Ix ORDER to keep up a jult Senſe of this prculiar Pro. 
ative of the Commons, Money Bills are not to take 
he Courſe, in paſſing, that others muſt : Ordiary Bills 
nay take Riſe in either Houſe, and when paſſed, an in- 
wofſed Copy is to be ſent to the other; and upon the 
Concurrence of both, it is depolited in the Houſe of Loris, 
ind is kept there till it is preſented to the Kino in Par- 
ment, and receives the Royal Aſſeut; which is to be 
ronounced in the Preſence of the Ning, by the Clerk of 
Lords, in theſe Words: Le Rey le veut; that is, 
The King. Aﬀents, or Agrees with the Purliament in this 
Aal. But all Bills, granting Aids, Subſidies, or Taxes of all 
Kinds, muſt, not only zZake Riſe in the Commons ; bit 
pon receiving the Concurrence of the Lords, which is 
neceſſary to every Act; they muſt be returned to the 
ommons, who, in Behalf of hemſelves and their Conſti- 
Wn, are to preſent them to His Maj STV enthroned 
Bn Parliament, who 25 #0 acknowledge the Gir of his PO 
i, in his Royal Aſent; which runs in theſe Words: 
Roy remercier ſes loyal Sujets et ainſi le deut. That 
We King thanks his loyal Subjefts and alſo aſſents. 
Tuus HaePiiy did the wiſe Compilers of the great 
and noble Frame of our Government, make the Repre- 
[entatives of the PEOPLE, of ſuch weight in the Legiſlature, 
vs to be the GRAND STay, or BALLAxcE, tb regulate 
e Powers and Motions of the other two Fftates. By 
this the admirable Structure of the Bopy Pol 1T1c of the 
Realm appears; where; as in the Body natural, there is 4 
reoular Connection of the Parts, and a mutual Relation 
to, and Dependence upon, each other. So, that the HE ap 
ay not ay to the Members, more than the MEMBERS 
d the Head, I have no occaſion for you : But each muſt 
wr its reſpectwe Part, within its proper Sphere: So; 
Pat by co-operating in the mean End of Partiatnents, 
be god Government of the People; they may produce 
ae general Health, Peace and Harmony of the Conſtituti- 
* which is eaſily brought about: As the Prorogative, 
Fwers and Privileges of each Eſtate, are ſo happily at- 
pered, and fo manifeſtly afcertained, that nothing, 

| N e but 
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but Jqnorence, Supineſs, Perverſneſs, or Corruption, 
prompt, or permit the ove to violate, er incroach upy, 
the Rights of the other. _ . | 

Bur LEAST, the large Share of Pæcer, veſted in th 
Commons, by their Election and Appointment, ſhould, ; 
proceſs of Time, be looked upon as abſolute ;, It is th 
indiſpenſable Duty of their Conſtituents; by frequent, te. 
peated Þy/trufions; to let their Repreſentatives ſee, thy 
it is no more, than à derivative, limited Power, a ſpuig 
Truſt, by an implied, though zacit Oompact, reſtraint" 
and 4ounded, by the poſitive Principles of our Policy, 
WE THis otherwiſe; what Security ſhould Wills 
have, that We may not, ſometime or other, be n 
duced to a State, worſe than abſolute Monarchy ? aj 
tute Democracy] that is, being ruled by many I yrani, 

inſtead of one ! „ . | 
Ix 1s not, therefore; to be imagined, that the Cm 
mons can, poſſibly, do, or conſent to the doing, ani 
Thing, in any Sort, to the Injury, or Prejudice of the 
Conſiituents. Wherefore, in caſe of any new, or extract 
dinary Matters being demanded of them by the Crow 
| ſuch as any Change in the Form of Government, excl 
five Taxes, - or the like; they are bound to conſult, d 
confer with, their Conſtituents, reſpectively; before the 
can grant it; As the only Means of giving weight ail 

ability to ſuch an Act. : Prep. 
Bur MoREOVER, by their very Inſtitution, the du 
mons cannot by Act, or Conſent, ſuppreſs, extinguiii 
give, transfer, delegate, or, in any Manner, alienate 
in the whole, or in part, the People's ſhare in the Leg 
tative Power ; in granting Aids, or Subſidies, nor any t 
their fundamental, inherent, hereditary Rights, Powers, 0 
Privileges ; for, or into the Hands of any Man, orBody0 
Men whatſoever : They being abſolutely, inſeparablt an 
unextinguiſbabie. They cannot annul, or ſuppreſs any La 
Statute, or Common; nor obſtruct the Execution there 
of, in the whole, or in part. They are to grant Aic 
or Taxes, in certain Sums, proportioned to the evidel 
Neeceſſities of the Government; Nat truſt any part © 
the Adminiſtration, with an unlimited Vote of oy | 
| | ecaul 
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xcauſe that mult exceed the Commiſſion of any Rep re- 
entative Body. But above all, the Commons as R 
entati ves, can, in no fort, either by Act, or Content, 
take from their Confituents, or extinguiſh, Tupprefs; ob- 
ſtruct, alter, or alienate the PE 0+1.8*s inhorent, indefeazable 
Right, of ELECTING Repreſentatives; nor vote, or reſobve, 
that-the Peaple ſhall have no future Elections: For, it is 
abſurd and inconſiſtent to luppole, that Men, who are 
but Deputies, or Helagates; 3 Truſtees, or Repreſenta- 
wes, to, ar for gthers, and as ſuch, intruſted only 
with a ſecondary, or derivative and fiduciary. Power, to 
ict for the Honor, Safety and Welfare of their Princi- 
bals, or Conftituents, ſhould have any Right, or Au- 
rity to priſſe/s thejnſclves of, zransfer, exlinguiſb, vary, 
or Prejudice the PRIMARY. Powen, from whom alone 
the ſecondary derives its being. 
No Meme of the Houſe of Commons can, without 
WS Breach of his Duty, and the Truſt repoſed in him; ab- 
nt himſelf a Day from Parliament, as he 1 not ap- 
point a Deputy, or Proxy. 
Ir is an unaltergble Privilege of the 8 djitts af our 
Government, that all Courts be held in an open Place; 
o which all Men may have free and eaſy Acceſs. This 
js, inno Court more neceſſary, than in the Houſe of Com- 
wors ; At the Primitive [nſtitution of which, the Mem- 
bers, undoubtedly, fat in the open Fields. And in eve- 
V Building that has been, ſince, made for the holding 
r Hove of Commons, a Gallery has been made, and 
beats erefted in it; where every Man, who has a Right 
ade reprefented, has a Right to go and ſit, to ſee the 
| fade? of his Repreſemitive, or to qual! fig himfelf to be 
Repreſentatve. 
HAVING given you this ſummary WI iew of the bird 27 
late and of the Office and Duty, Power and Privilege, 
p well, as of the Appointment. of the Members; ; let me 
F- rcommed. it to you, while you, yet, have it in your 
bee Option to be free, at leaſt in the electing your Repre- 
Ai entatives in Parliament; to conſider the Nature of our 


-44 nparallelled Conſtitution, and the great Importance of 
* B * __ preſerving 


Merit, ſolid Senſe and ſteady Virtue, and permit il 


** 


. 
| reſervtng, it. You muſt perceive, that no Frame of 
—— Policy is, or can be better calculated, than ours, 
to ſerve the chief End of civil Society, good Governmen, 
And that nothing is wanting, or re quiſite to perpetuate 
the Bleſſings of ſuch a Government, but Virtue, which 
alone, . ever be able to maintain LIBER T, and al 
its invaluable Conſequences. The Welfare, the very 
Being of your Conſtitution 188 upon the Freedom 
of Elections, in general, thoſe of Members of Parlu. 
ment, in particular. While Electors chuſe from pur 
Principles, as Merit, alone, directs, Venality and Cx. 
ruption, can never raiſe an oppulent Foot, or Knave, not 
a dignified Slave, or Proſtitute to a Seat in Parliament; 
and conſequently, the Frame of your Conſtitution, wil 
prove as laſting, as that of the Globe. But, whenever you 
forget your natural and legal Bond to Society, give waj 
to Luxury, and pay ſervile Reverence to illicit Powe, 
or ill.gotten Riches, or Grandeur; whenever you ſuffer 
outward Pomp and Pageantry to out- weigh intrinfi 


bounded, and worſe guided Paſſions, inſtead of Keaſn 
and Juſtice, to direct your Actions, in general, your Yai 
in Elections, in particular; you become prepared and 
qualified to be yoked, and lead like Beaſts to the Slaugh- 
ter: You become unworthy of the Bleſſings of Lib 
ty! a Reproach to your Country | a Diſgrace tt 
human Nature! and muſt, therefore, ſoon after, expect te 
fall into a State, infinitely, below the Dignity of Ma 
wretched Dependence and abject Slaver j 
Ix Is time, My FzLLow CiT1zens, it is high Tim 
to throw off the Sluggard's Guiſe ! It is time to 270 
wiſe! You have ſſept toe long, My Frienvs! Yo 
have been two long lead Blind. fold! Sure 1 am, Thi 
can be none among you, ſo baſe, ſo perverſe a Dolt, 
to prefer Darkneſs to Light, Falſehood to Truth, or 9 
very to LIBERTY. Therefore, I conjure you to e 
your ſelves. You want nothing more, to regain and 
ſtore the long excluded Light, obſeured 1ruth and fi 
_ preſſed L1inzgty, But, if theſe ineſtimable Bleflng 
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al not move you to aſſert your conſtitutional. Rights, 
nd to act | wiſely and juſtly, from Principle, let the 


the general Callamity, that muſt enſue Ignorance, Su- 
neſs, or Corruption. . 5 | 
Wü ZVR the People become 7gnorant of their 
Nichts, and their Duty, or become ſupine, or corrupt in aſ- 
ung and diſcharging them; then crafty, deſigning Men 
jill lay themſelves out for inthralling you, and enriching 
hemſelves, with your Spoils : Slaves and Proſtitutes of 
Power, and Fools and Knaves of Fortune, will be prefer- 


It will not, then be ſtrange, to ſee the Freedom and 
e Offices of Corporations contered on ſtrange, or extern 
en, utterly - diſqualified, by Reaſon and Law; and 
any Towns Depopulated, by the infranchiſed Inhabitants 
ing ſtripped of their Properties and Privileges. When 


Parliament, as publicly, as ſnameleſsly expoſed to Sale, 


\rmy. The Views of ſuch Purchaſers muſt be very 


to the Office, or Duty of a Member; to 7u/tice, to Liberty, 
or to the Conſtitution of your Country? O! no; It is 
impoſſible. When Vice gains the Aſcendant, and Iznorant, 
or wicked Slaves, or abandoned profligates prevail; For, ſuch, 
alone, are capable of ſuing for, or accepting a Seat in Par- 
lament, by any Degree of Violence, Fraud, or Corrup- 
ton; Juſtice, and Liberty, and every Virtue, even, Com- 
n ſenſe muſt be ſuppreſſed, or baniſhed ; And the Coy- 
litution of your Country mult be buried in its own Ruins. 
Who does not Shrink with horror, at the bare Recital? 
Who can, unmoved, reflect upon the overturning the 
belt, the freeſt of Governments, and in its ſtead, intailing 
Lawleſs Tyranny, and its dreadful Conſequences, to the 
vouls and Bodies of Men, on Generations yet unborn, as 
well, as on himſeſt and his Children? Yet, to this does e- 
Jer Man expoſe himſelf, his Brethrenand his Iſſue, as much 


Iread of impending Evil rouſe you to ſome Abhorrence 


| toMen of Virtue and Merit; Knowledge and Integri- 


wer this comes to paſs, you may expect to ſce Seats in 
you now, ſee civil Employ ments, or Commiſſions in the 


rident, And, when Men come, by ſuch Means, into 
Parliament, can you hope, that any Regard will be paid 


as 


* 
K» 
r 


= ws m hies, who Sek not vote for the Man, his hone 


ſaving, or ruining his Country? Who can be affured, that; 


all Eternity! For, as we have reaſon to believe, the Gloty 


s and LiBERTY, and theſe Diſſuaſions from Vice and dl. 
very, ate not, at this Time, neceſſary to the Generali 


among Us, a fiügles Nreyng Member," ho may b 


AND FRIENDS,-purfue your wonted, generous Courl 


every Virtue, PATRIOTIIM, eſpecially. 'Reward Mr; 
though you find it in Obſcurity ;and contemn Demeri 
though in the utmoſt Grandeur and Dignity, . Thus wi 
*youbid fair for preſerving«the: Freedom of your City a 


ot. 1 


Conſcience chuſes and approves a Member of Parliamen, 
Who can tell What a nge Voice may at any time do, i 


in the. Election, his may not be the caſting Voite, in fend 
ing that Angle good, or dad Man into Pathament ? If, frgn 
Principle, he is inſtrumental to the Election of the former 
what ſure prefent and future Joy and ſatisfadtion, does he 
fecure to his own Soul! But, if, knowingly, perverſly, x 
is the means of bringing in che Tater, What an inexhauſt 
ble Fund of inexprefſible! Tribulation and Anguiſn dos 
her eſtabliſn for Hittfſelt, not only for the Preſent, but u 


and Bearitude of the Juſt will be increaſed, in Proportion 
to'the Good his Works produce, fo we may be aſlvred, 
the Miſery of the wicked will be augmented in proportion 


to the Evil his Works ſeduce Meme into. 


I au very ſenſible, that theſe Iricbatihes en 


of my Fellew- Citizens of DoBE¹Ix. But, if, there be 


wrought on, bg Means, wy Dug is fulfilled; m 


Ends anſwered. 25 6 * A 43 
Do you, MY eben AND BELOVED int 


promote Truth aft Liberty ; and encourage and protec 


Country, by diſcountenancing Corruptian, and cruſhii 
Tyranny in its Cradle; and muſt, at all Events, ſecure! 
N immortal Hori and Renown, to the unſpel 
able Satisfaction of all the LovkRSs of LIBERTY 0 
their CounTRy; into which Rank, l hope you will adm 

Tour moſt truly: affeZionate. 8 

1 Brother and Pellow:Citizany- 

'Dvsnuin, © e ane 

Nov. zoth, 1742 mo# _ Servant, 


FS 8 


